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Dear Eleanor, 

It will be a real 
pleasure when with the spring you 
cane up our way. 

And best wishes always, 
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GREETINGS 

Big tr~atsuns¢t; 
Deep snow drifting--­

The"heart !ups up: 

1957 ·=·1958 



GREETINGS 1961 
John G. Bowman 
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IN OUR WOODS 
W oodsfolk possibly as early as the year 1100 lived among 
the hills and mountains of Western Pennsylvania. They 
or their forebears wrote songs and poems about their 
joun1ey fron1. the Yukon Country to this land. They 
wrote by means of pictographs carved upon sticks. Here 
is a verse or pictograph of the epic which implies some 
of the thought, prayer, humility, and thanksgiving of 
our CHRISTMAS SEASON. 
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Greetings ·:· Greetings 

John G. Bowman... 

- vValam Olum, Book IV, Verse 29. 
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Pictograph: Two large triangles (left) represent moun­
tains. Small squares (right), symbol of a village. Buffalo 
horns, food, buffalo meat. Central figure, Great Chie£ 
Small triangle (left), c~unp fire. 

Meaning* : We live by the mountains. We have a 
Great Chie£ We have food, buffalo meat. We have a 
camp fire and feel warmth, friendship, desire for peace, 
and goodwill. 

*With debt to the scholar, manufacturer, and my friend, 
Eli Lilly, Indianapolis. 
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Dear Miss Grimm, 
What a wonderful trip is coming 

your way. And let me add that you more than deserve 
all of it. Good luck and happiness every minute. 

I remember Jessie Langmuir very well for her good 
looks, her patience under trying conditions and at 
all times her dignity with friendliness. Please say 
a Christmas hello to her for me. 

All hail affection to both of you. 



J 
GOOD WISHE:S, GOOD WISH€:5 

John G. Bowman 
1955 
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WEST UNION 

GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, VICE-PRESIDENT NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT I RECEIVER•S •• I TIMEFILED I CHECK 

SEND the following Telegram, subject to the term• 
on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

......... 
SENDER•S ADDRESS 

FOR ANSWER 

BELVIDERE BROOKS, VICE•PRESIDENT 

SENDER'S TELE· 
PHONE NUIIBER 
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Suggeated representatives for Committee 

Wm. H. Welah 

Frank Billings of Chicago 

Longoope o! New York 

.m. Darraoh, New York 
' Viator Vaughan, oh1gan 
' Edaall ot Harvard 

~hriatian ot Harvard' 

George Dock of St. Louis 

tCanby Robinson) 

Ra7 Wilbur of Standford 



QUEEN HOTEL 
WM. MOMBOURQUETTE,MGR. 

HALl FAX, N.S. 

1)~~ ~ ~.-

~ ~d~..:.. ~~ 

~~~~~qq~; ~. • --~ 

~ ·~~~~~~~~~ 

"'-U.oU-U<P ilM..~ ~. ~ ~, 

~ '0~ ~.~. 'f'avo ~ ~ 

~~~~~-
f~:l ~~-ze., ~~ ~ 

.. 
~ ~ 'tl.c ~ iO ~~ce .. ~ ~ 

~ .:... a. ti~ '¥ ~-

~~~~ 

~~~-



188 SURGERY, GYNECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS 

JOHN G. BOWMAN 

T the beginning of the new year, Mr. John G. Bowman, Director of the 
College during the past six years, goes to the University of Pittsburgh as 
its Chancellor. He goes with the singular good will of the Regents and of 

the Fellows of the College; and he goes with such opportunities of usefulness 
in Pittsburgh that he had no option as to whether or not he should accept the 
new work. 

At a meeting of the Regents of the College, held December 14, 1920, Mr. 
Bowman was made, on motion of Dr. Ochsner, an honorary regent of the College. 
Why such action was taken every Fellow will appreciate. As Dr. C. H. Mayo 
put it at the time: "We shall not allow Mr. Bowman really to go away." 

At this meeting of the Regents Mr. Bowman presented a letter in which he 
stated the fundamental principles which have evolved about the policy of the 
College since its beginning. It is a statement of the principles which illuminate 
the repetitive drudgery of surgery into a privilege of service. There is no false 
note in it; there is religion in all of it. He keeps his feet on the ground while he 
looks at the rainbow. 

The letter of Mr. Bowman is given in full below. It is worth a thoughtful 
reading. It is a statement of the policy of the College in the past and it is a 
statement of the policy of the College looking toward the future. "The great 
thing," the letter says, "both socially and scientifically, is not to avoid mistakes, 
but to throw all mistakes and successes as they occur under such review that 
they can be utilized for increased intelligence in the fut:ure." That statement 
is the basis of the hospital standardization program of the College. The truth 
in it is the reason for the success of the program. It does not limit the "initiative, 
freedom, or foresight" of the doctor in his work. Its soundness seems beyond 
debate. 

"Progress," Mr. Bowman says, is "forever a process of change." But he 
points out that this change must be guided by intelligence and courage if the 
progress is to be worth while. In so far now ~s the College is an agency for con­
structive progress, the statement throws responsibility upon the individual 
Fellow. The concern of each Fellow is to effect this change or that which shall 
remold the practice of surgery nearer to the heart's desire. The College has 
certainly won national respect for its constructive work and its policy, as here 
stated, differentiates it from other medical societies. The letter follows: · 

To the Regents of the American College of Surgeons. 
Gentlemen: As most of you knew in advance of the decision, I am to go to 

t~e University of Pittsburgh about the first of the new year. No letter of resigna­
tion from me seems now to be needed. But I do desire to set down in barest 
black and white my grateful appreciation of your kindness and good will through 
our six years' work together. 

Since the beginning of work with th<:> College, I have never doubted its worth. 
Rath~r, as was possible only through experience, my confidence in it has increased. 
I beheve that you also find these conclusions in yourselves. But, looking for-



JOHN G. BOWMAN 

ward, let me discuss here briefly some of the ideas which we have evolved to­
gether in the policy of the College. 

The usefulness of the College depends upon its power to project a better 
future in the science and practice of medicine and to assist in the realization 
of that future. Such a program of action concerns itself necessarily with prin­
ciples, not dogmas; with principles to be tried, corrected, expanded, or rejected as) 
under the test of experience, they prove or fail to prove their value. It neces­
sitates an alert open-mindedness to re-adjust ideas and habits which have har­
dened through long years into custom. Progress in the practice of medicine 
means forever a process of change based upon our intelligence and courage to 
utilize experience. 

No group of men in the world, it seems to me, have in the last decade so 
clearly demonstrated their desires and capabilities to utilize their experience 
for the advancement of their work as have the Fellows of the College. One of 
the most vital problems, however, with which these men struggle today seems 
to me especially to demand our clearest thinking. That problem is to cause 
the purpose or the idealism of medicine to interpenetrate with the scientific 
or technical side of medicine. 

To the Fellows of the College life is practical. The force of circumstance 
compels them onward. The future which they cast for themselves is an immediate 
one. They are impatient for results. In this swift current of action the Fellows 
sometimes look upon the technical details of surgery as upon details of business; 
and in performing operations they may confuse self-confidence, vitality, and 
technical capacity on the one hand, with their intentions, purposes, or ultimate 
motive of service on the other. Some may even plod through diagnoses and 
operations with tedium and dislike, failing to put faith or the force of conscience 
into each step which would sweep them on through a life, not colorless, but filled 
with inspiration. When this confusion occurs, the result is both disappointment 
and irritation; and then come protests and discontent with the practice of surgery. 

On many an occasion I have interpreted such expressions of protest as mean­
ness. In this I was wrong. The cause of the irritation is not meanness; the real 
cause in nearly every instance is undiscovered by the men who express their 
irritation. It lies in the failure of the individuals to adjust and to control present 
customs, traditions, institutions, and their own temperaments in relation to the 
requirements of modern surgery. The intellectual process of surgery and the 
repetitive details are cold and uninteresting to them because divorced from 
aspiration. The true interpretation of the situation is, in my judgment, that the 
protests are inwardly kind and really intended to be helpful. They are cries in 
the dark. The fact that such protests exist is evidence of wholesome unrest and 
is a valid indication of desire for light which means progress. 

If we admit that good in this world endures only through communication, 
and that the purpose of the surgeon is to create happiness, relief of pain, and 
the prolongation of life, then we cannot escape the conclusion that the work of 
t:he surgeon is involved in that region at least on the borderland of religion. His 
life is inseparable from high emotional content. The difficulty now rests in the 
fact that this inherent emotion, or let me say, idealism, in the practice of surgery 
today fails in many instances to interpenetrate with the science of surgery. The 
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faith of the surgeon does not fuse with his technical work; the repetition of opera­
tions becomes unilluminated drudgery; or, as we say, the surgeon fails to make 
"religion" of his work. This fact; in my opinion, is both the chief cause of dis­
content in the medical profession and the outstanding obstacle to progress. As 
fusion of high purpose and of scientific proficiency is accompli hed then will 
follow the triumph of surgery and, in fact, of all medicine. Details of work day 
by day will then be as a -privilege of service filled with inspiration; and to earn a 
living in medicine will also be to live a life through which happiness spontaneously 
breaks out. 

But how is the administration of the College to hasten such an end? Certainly 
not by sentimental propaganda nor by insistence that men by effort of will knit 
higher motives into their work. The process must be one largely of absorption 
through example; and this policy is exactly the one upon which the College is 
now engaged. 

First, the clinical meetings being held in the variou states and provinces are 
designed, in part, to convey scientific information to those present. This is 
important, but it is only a minor purpose. The larger purpose is to set into 
motion swifter vibrations among those present as to the basic meaning of surgery. 
Perfection of technique, simplicity to the last degree, and gentleness in an opera­
tion may be taught by example; and so may the force of conscience and faith 
be shown by work when they are really present in the work. In this way con­
science and faith may be transmitted to men and inspire them to their highest 
effort. When inspiration and not dislike radiates from each motion of the hand 
of an operator, the lesson will penetrate to the heart. The effect of such contact 
at these clinics may be unmeasurable, but it is certain and lasting. 

Second, stimulus to the conscience of the profession comes through the hos­
pital program of the College. The great thing underlying all of this work, both 
socially and scientifically, is not to avoid mistakes, but to throw all mistakes 
and succes:,es as they occur under such review that they can be utilized for 
increased intelligence in the future. This means the regular and orderly use of 
experience. How great a factor conscience must be also in such review is obvious. 
The plan is one for collective efficiency and is in no way a block to individual 
initiative, freedom, or foresight. 

Third, both the clinical meetings and the hospital program aim to stimulate 
in the public a desire upon a rational basis for the realization of the practice of 
medicine as it ought to be. The reaction of the public, then, upon the profession 
is at once swift, wholesome, and effective. 

In conclusion, let me repeat that for many years to com.e at least your task 
is to make the motives of surgery articulate, first, to the surgeons themselves 
and, second, to the public. Headway in this aim will be abundantly reflected 
in scientific progress. For your clear insight and for your courage to proceed 
along such principles you have my highest admiration. 

I am, faithfully yours, JoHN G. BoWMAN. 
December 14, 1920. 
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Ja:nuar.f 5, 1922 
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..:"ai tnfully you.:..· s, 

~,~~C41.. 
Chancellor, 

University of Pi tts"Jur dl. 



OFFICE OF 

THE CBA.NC:RLLOR 

TnE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 

PITTSB UROH 1 PENNSYLVANIA 

December 1, 1932 

Dear Franklin: 

I ~ really very glad to have your letter 
of November 28 and to hear about the meeting in 
St. Louis and about Bentley and about the fresh glory 
for the old Roman that you are. I was liking all 
that part of your letter splendidly until I came to 
a full stop at the question, "~~y don't you stop 
high-hatting us?" It had not occurred to me that 
there was any high-katting in the situation. On 
second thought, though, if there is some, I am thG 
high-hattee, notr the high-hattor. You think about 
that. 

~eally, Franklin, I feel more deeply 
indebted to you than you know. Some of the best 
times which I have ever had were with you. 

With best wishes always, l am 

Faithfully yours, 

~-

Dr. Franklin H. Martin 
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OFFICE OF 

THE CHANCELLOR 

THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

Dear Franklin: 

May 22, 1933 

I am delighted that you and -Isabelle 
a.re to be here Vfednesday, June 7. Dr. Linhart, 
I believe, has given you details about the program. 

If I can work out my end of the plan here, 
let me suggest that the three of us leave here 
Wednesday afternoon for the farm in the mountains. 
• re can spend a day there. I must be in New Brunswick 
on Friday. 

Mrs. Bovnnan is not more than half able to 
be about. She may go to Commencement, but if she 
does so, that will be the limit. 

ith kind personal wishes, I am 

Faithfully yours, 

Dr. Franklin H. Martin 
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destination to the addressees, and the Company shall be deemed to have dis­
charged its obligation in such cases with respect to' delivery by mallingBUch Night 
Letters at destination, postage prepaid. 

No employee of the Company is authorized to vary the forecolns;. 

F'ULL RATE CABLES 

An expedited service throughout. Code language permitted. 

DEF'ERRED HALF' ·RATE CABLES 

Subject to being deferred in favor of full rate messages for not exceeding 
24 hours. Must he in plam language of country of origin or of destination, 
or in French. This ervice is i 1 effect with most countries throughout the 
world. 

CABLE NIGHT LETTERS 

An oven.ight, low-rate. plain-language service. Delivery by mail beyond 
London will be made if a full mailing address is given and the words "Post.'' 
and "London" are written in the address. Minimum 20 or 25 words charged 

·for. 

WEEK-END LETTERS 

At still lower rates. Similar to Cable Night Letters except that they are 
accepted up to midnight Saturday for delivery Monday morning, if tele· 
graphic delivery is elected. Minimum 20 or 25 words charged for. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

Dr. Franklin H. Martin, 
40 East Erie Street, 
Chicago, Ill. 

My dear Dr. Martin: 

BIGELOW BOULEVARD 

May 17, 1933. 

The Board of Trustees of the University 
wishes to confer upon you the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws at 
Commencement on Wednesday, June ? , 1933. 

The ~1les of the University require the 
recipient of an honorary degree to be present, wearing academic costume. 
The hood appropriate to the degree is furnished by the University. We 
also arrange to furnish for temporary use cap and gown for those who 
desire them. 

It is the custom of the University to make 
no public announcement of honorary degrees until thA time when they are 
conferred. 

It will give us great pleasure and we will 
consider it an honor to know that you are willing to receive this degree 
from the University and will be present at Comnencement. 

The Commencement Exercises will ta~e 
place in the University stadium, or, in case of rain in Syria Mosque, 
both of which are near the University. The exercises will be held at 
10:15 o'clock Daylight Savings time and those to receive honorary degrees 
will be asked to meet either at the stadium or at Syria Mosque at 9:30 
o'clock. 

We shall also wish you and ~a . Ma::-tin to 
. be our guests at the luncheon at the Pittsburgh Athletic Association 

immediately after the Commencement exercises. 

I will appreciate it very ~Ch if you will 
advise me at your early convenience whether you will be present to receive 
this degree at Commencement on June ?, whether you wish us to furnish cap 
and gown for your use and your name in full as it should appear on the 
diploma. 

Assuring you that we look forward with greet 
pleasure to your coming to the University, I am, 

Cordially yours, 

s 
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This is a full"fate 
Telegram or Cabl& 
gram unless its de-­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pr& 
ceding the addresa. 

WESTER 
UNION 

W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL=Day Letter 

NL=Night Letter 

LT=Im'l U«erTelegram 

VLT=Int'l Victory Ltt. 

]•he filin2 time shoWD in the date liDt on t~iegr&D;S and dQ letters ill STANDARD TIME at poiatof oriciDo Tillie ef receip~ II ST.ANDABD 'l'DIEa~ poiM ai..U.tioa 

· AA63 P D4l~3 

P.BDA034 PD=BEDFORD PENN 17 417P.1E 

MISS ELEANOR GRIA~= 

1630 HYDE PARK S SARASOTA FLO= 

1954 MAY 17 PM 4 33 

=\ILL BE DELIGHTED TO SEE YOU JN JUNE AS YOU SUGGEST=­
.:JOHN G BOW AN= 



Dear D·-1 ctor :B wman, -

Until Mq 24 -
163o Hyde Park Street 
Saraaeta, Florida 

Mq 9, 1954 

HJ plans have been unoertain, because 
of illness in· nzy- family i:tl Chien~ nnd \?isconsln. But the 
si tuat1on has now re ch level ..-;ldeh e hles me to make 
d finite plans. 

I expect t mot r trcm here to Washington, her I shall 'b 
from Kay 28 to Jun 2 ( 405 Brcok Drive, Falls Church, Virginia) : 
then to NMV York from Jnne 2 t 7 (Holly Hotel , c/e Jrrs. Bettie 
Lou White Fisher - lister of Goodrich Wh1 te, President of Emory 
Uni verai ty wh may be known to y u); and I expect t re .ch 
13ed:t'ord Springs on the f'ternoon of .June a. A lifel ng friend , 
who was with me wh n I w s in Bedfor S.Prings tw years , 
will be driving to Chio ri th . , n we shall stfcy' t a 1\iota 
in Bedford Spril181 1mtil the rnin6' of June 10. All f th1a, 
of course, in t e h pe that y u Will be in Bedf r Sprix s on 
June 9 and 9 e that v1e r!lBY t~lk over the hiat r ot the ACS 
in who•• cour se you ha eat gui ine hand. 

ill you be o enoueh to sen me rd h re es e ~ as convenier. 
so that I JilllY complete f1\Y plans with mv f'r1 end who 11 ves on Long 
Island. I have alrea~ recorded 44 reels f t~ history , e~ch 
60 minutes or ire; an I have r.bout that ch r. . t Tee rei 
before Il'\Y :part f the jeb wi 11 have be n completed. Of c t se I 
declined to write the hist r,y, first , because I w to closet 
it nd its dramatic events to see it in proper perspective; second 
because I naturally had eat loyalties to ·~ chief• nd ass ciat~ 
at th Colleffe; and, third, ru'ld ii~.est ir_

41 
rtant, b cause I am JlOt 

a wttter, an tle history of the ACS de~ s the ~st t lents 
avila ble. ]r. . ~re~r illiams, wh m you have met , is t rrite t! 
story, but jus vhen has not been definitely decided. 

With~ best wish s to you al ~s, and th hop that em~ meet 
on June 8 and 9, believe me 

Ali vs sincerely ours, 



341 SOUTH JULIANA STREET 
BEDFORD , PENNSYLVANIA February 4, 1954 

Dear ~!iss Grimm, 

The fact that I have not 
answered your good note of December 14 is, it 
might be, a sign that I am getting old. But a~r­
way I have thought of you over and over in Florida 
and lots of good wishes intending to be helpful 
have gone to you via instant air route . 

I lJdsh that on your way b~ck to Chicago you 
would try again to find me in Bedford. 

Here 1 s an idea that you may think vvould be 
worth while: That you and M.r. and Mrs. Greer 
'1Ji.'"illiams early in May meet at 341 and that we 
consider for a day or more how to make the History 
both accurate and interesting. The Book, I am sure, 
will have a large effect on the immediate future of 
the College. 

; gE.i n , best ·wishes to you, 

}Kiss Eleanor Grimm 



341 SOUTH JULIANA STREET 

BEDFORD, PENNSYLVANIA 

Dear Eleanor, 

September 15, 1957 

I should be very very glad 

to see you next week as you suggest . 

Please give me a ring Wednesday evening 

or Thursday forenoon . 

Always best wishes , 

~.ew..§ .. 13~~ 
Miss Eleanor K. Grimm 



The New Yotk Ttmea 

erctay to pay tribu~ to Babbl 
gue of Congregation S9ns of 
eiii'Y Street, Low'r EQ.s~ Side, 

DR .. JOHNBQWMAN, 
EDUC~TOR, WAS 85 
q. of ~Jttsbur1h . Chanqellor 

From 1921 to 1 945 Dies 

BEDF.O~D. Pa., Dec. 2 (AP) 
~f. Jobn Gabbert Bowman, 
former (thancellor of the Unt­
ve~~y of ,Pittsburgh, died to­
df.y at his home •in: this south­
western ~~yl~ania town. He 
W&~ 85 years. old. 

Survlvinf are a 'daughter, 
l\tra. .J'lorence Bowman ot Pitts­
burg!\;. a son, John ftl. Bowman 
ot K~y West,' ;Fla., and a sister, 
Ml'J, :Mary -4efttngwelJ of Hins­
~.~m. 
~ flfJlera.J ancl bUrial will 'be 

ill Plttsb~h on Wednesday. 

~ CoJDpleted bt 1918 
I>Q1'fng Dr. Bowman's tetlure 

u chancellor from '1921 to 19~ 
the' untvoerstty grew to be .one 
Of' the wtest tn the country. 
A. 42iitGey buildi.Ji-g, probably 
Ute tallut achool structure in 
tlJ,e.. ~rl~ was com5¥eted to 
hotue ~e urtiver~ity ~ i~ fa· 

tt~ .under his feaderslllp. The 
~t Gothic budcpng was pro­
P6* by Df'. BoWJilan • for its 

p&.ctt • conser:ving a:nd artistic 
qualitieJ, Begun 1n 19H and 
completed in 1929. i~ became 
kliown as the Cathedral of 
~g. . 
~ I' many years Dr. BOwtnan 

waa.oeolllidered one of the coun­
trr•a highest-paid educators, 
with tn annual s(llary of $31.500. 

His career at the university 
was marked by severa1 stormy 
periOds. One of these was an ' 
investigation by the Pennsyl­
vania State Legislature into his 
<113missal, in 1985, Qf Dr~ Ralph 
E. Turner, a. histpry professpr 
who bad been working for what 
sOnl! considired advanced social 
legislation. 

The public was given to un­
derstand that Dr'. Turner had 
been dismi¥ed because of his 
attituc:Se toward religion. How~ 
ev~r, some Of 11-is, fdctnds charge 
that llls presence on the faculty 
had b~ embarrassing to the 
campaign to raise money for the 
Cathedral of Learning. 

A committee of. the American 
AssoCiation of University Pro· 
feaora founct against Dr. Bow­
man's dismissaL of Dr. Turner. 
The committee report indicated 
t.Jur.t Us members beUeved that 
I.>r. bowman had dropped Dr. 
Turner in his zeal to assure that 
sufftetent funds would be avail­
able for the Cathedral of Learn­
log. Dr. Turner did not resume 
~ post at .the universf,ty. 

notner dispute occurred 
when he mOved to de-emphasize 
fOOt.,aU, The university's teams 
had often been BJDong the c.oun­
t.ry's best. DJ>. Bo'W11'\&n's ~fusal 
to let football remain as a 
major feature of the univer­
sity's life 1ed to the resignation, 
in 1939, of John Bain (Jock) 
satherland, one of the country's 
greatest football coaches of the 
time. 

It was estimated that Chan­
celldr liowman raised about 
$20,000,000 for the university. 
Ullder him the -enrollment g:rew 
from about 6,000 to about 12,-
600. 
~ Bowman was born in 

Davenport, lowa, and · was 
graduated trom the State Uni­
versity of Iowa in 1899 wjth 
an All. '"-ree· He w~ a news­
pa~er man for a brief period 
and ))egan hi~ Cfreer as a 
teaclier as an instt'Uctor in E~ 

at Iowa state 
Dr~ Bowman taught at 

Col\IDJbia. U,ptver-sity from 1905 
J;.o .UQa &nd then :w.as secft\tal'y 
of tb~ Carnt!gie ,foundation for 
the Advancement' of Teaching, 
iJFNE!W Y.ork. From 1911 to 1914 
he~ president of the State 
Ul!lyerslty of. Iowa. 

J:1li'ee'tor Of the American 
College Of Burceo~ from 1915 
to 1•21, Dr. ~wmllll then be­
clune ebaneellor of the Univer­
sity of .Pitt$burgb. 



G PHILADELPHIA, Monday, December 3, 1962 

Dr. John G~ Bowman Dies; 
Pitt's Ex-ChaPcellor Was 85 

Bedford, Pa., Dec. 3-(AP)- day as Pitt's main building in 
Dr. John Gabbert Bowman, the the heart of the city's education­
educator whose determinatior. al and cultural center. 
raised the world's tallest educa- Later in his administration, 
tion~l structure, died yesterda~ in the early 1930s, Bowman ig­
at his home here. Re was 85. nited a controversy when he 

Dr. Bowman, chancellor o~ fired an American history pro­
the University of Pittsburg.. fessor, Dr. Ralph Turner, for 
from 1921 to 1945, had been il what was termed his radical 
for some time. views. The action touched off 

Early in his tenure at Pitt, the public hearings in Pittsburgh 
42-story Cathedral of Learninb held by the American Associa~ 
was constructed. Bowman ex- tion of University Professors. 
ert~d the maj?r force behind th.e Put on Blacklist 
proJect, bucking strong opposi- . 
tion froin within the university As a result, Pitt was placed 
itself. on a University blackli.st an? 

He even appealed for funds was not removed from It until 
through elementary schools to the l~te 1940s. Turne~ now is 
children, asking them to bring Sterling. prof~ssor of history at 
in as many pennies as they could Yale Umverstty. 
spare. Born in Davenport, Iowa, in 

The cathedral, constructed 1877, Bowman received bache­
from 1926 to 1929 stands to- lor ef arts and master's degrees 

' from the University of Iowa. He 

I 
worked as a newspaper report­
er in Iowa and Chicago, then 
taught English at Iowa Univer­
sity and Columbia in New York. 
Headed Iowa 

He became president of Iowa 
University in 1911 and was 

. named the first director of the 
American College of Surgeons 
in 1915, a post he held for five 
years before becoming Pitt's 
chancellor. 

Bowman was elected to the 
newly-created post of president 
of Pitt in 1945 and retired two 
years later as president-honor­
arius. 

He is survived by a daughter, 
Mrs. Florence Bowman, of Pitts­
burgh; a son, John R. Bowman, 
of Key West, Fla., and a sister, 
Mrs. Mary Leffingwell, of Hins­
dale, Til. 

Funeral services and burial 
will be in Pittsburgh on Wed­
nesday. 



OBITUARIES 

DR. BOWMAN, 
PITTSBURGH U. 
. EX ·HEAD, DIES 
'Fathered' Monument 

to Education 
Bedford, Pa., Dec. 2 IA'­

Dr. John Gabbert Bowman, 
85, educator whose determin­
ation raised the world's tallest 
educational structure, died to­
ctay. 

Dr. Bowman, chancellor of 
the University of Pittsburgh 
from 1921 to 1945, had been ill 
for some time. 

Last April he was rushed to 
Bedford County Memorial hos­
pital in critical condition with 

an undisclosed illness. He im­
proved slightly and returned 
home but never recovered. 

Asked Children for Pennies 
Early in his tenure at Pitt 

the 42-story cathedral of learn~ 
ing was constructed. Bowman 
exerted the major force be­
hind the project, bucking strong 
opposition from within the uni­
versity itself. 

He even appealed f o r funds 
thru elementary schools to chil­
dren, asking them to bring in as 
many pennies they could spare. 

The Cathedral, constructed 
from 1926 to ·1929, stands to­
day as Pitt's main building in 
the heart of the city's educa­
tional and cultural center. 

Later in his administration 
in the e a r I y 1930s Bowma~ 
igni~ a controver~ey when 
he frred an American history 
professor, Dr. Ralph Turner 
f~r what w~ termed his radicai 
VIews. The action touched off 
public hearings in Pittsburgh 
held by the American Associa­
tion of University Professors. 

Got Pitt on Blacklist , 
As a result, ·Pitt was placed -

on a university blacklist and f 
was not removed from it until 
the late 1940s. Turner now is 
Sterling professor of history at 
Yale university. 

Bowman was elected to the 
newly-created post of president 
of Pitt in 1945 and retired two 
years later as p r e s i d e n t­
honorarius. 

He was born in Devenport 
Ia., in 1877. He received bach: 
elor of arts and master's de­
grees from t h e University of 
Iowa. He worked as a news­
paper reporter in Iowa and Chi­
cago, then taught English at . 
the University of Iowa and 
Columbia in New York. 

College Head at 33 

He became president of the 
'£!niversity of Iowa in 1911 when 
he was 33-the country's young­
est c o II e g e president at the 
time. In 1915 he was named the 
first director of the American 
College of Surgeons with head­
quarters in Chicago, a post he 
held for five years. 

Bowman married Florence 
Ridgway Berry in 1908. She was • 
killed by a street car in Pitts- 1 
burgh sev~ral years ago. 

After retiring from Pitt, Bow- : 
man came to Bedford, where , 
he practiced his hobbies of 
wood-working and ceramics. 

He leaves a daughter, Mrs. 
Florence Bowman of Pitts­
burgh; a son, John R. Bowman 
of Key West, Fla., and a sister, 
Mrs. Mary Leffingwell of Hins- • 
dale, ill. I 

Funeral services and burial ' 
will be conducted in Pittsburgh 4 
Wednesday. 

OBITUARIES 

DR. BOWMAN, 
PITTSBURGH U. 
EX -HEAD, DIES 

'Fathered' Monument 
to Education 

Bedford, Pa., Dec. 2 IA'­
Dr. John Gabbert Bowman, 
85, educator whose determin­
ation raised the world's tallest 
educational structure, died to­
day. 

Dr. Bowman, chancellor of 
the University of Pittsburgh 
from 1921 to 1945, had been ill 
for some time. 

Last April he was rushed to 
Bedford County Memorial hos­
pital in critical condition with 

lAP Photo! 
Dr. John G. Bowman 

an undisclosed illness. He im­
proved slightly and returned 
horne but never recovered. 

Asked Children for Pennies 
Early in his tenure at Pitt, 

the 42-story cathedral of learn­
ing was constructed. Bowman 
exerted the major force be­
hind the project, bucking strdng 
opposition from within the uni­
versity itself. 

He even appealed f o r funds 
thru elementary schools to chil­
dren, asking them to bring in as ' 
many pennies they could spare. 

The Cathedral, constructed 
from 1926 to 1929, stands to­
day as Pitt's main building in 
the heart of the city's educa­
tional and cultural center. 

Later in his 'administration, 
in the e a r 1 y 1930s, Bowman 
ignited a controversey when 

· he fired an American history 
professor, Dr. Ralph Turner, 
for what was termed his radical 
views. The action touched off 
public hearings in Pittsburgh 
held by the American Associa­
tion of University Professors. 

Got PiU on Blacklist 
As a result, Pitt was placed 

on a university blacklist and 
was not removed from it until 
the late 1940s. Turner now is 
Sterling professor of history at 
Yale university. 

Bowman was elected to the 
newly-created post of president 
of Pitt in 1945 and retired two 
years later as president­
honorarius. 

He was born in Devenport, 
Ia., in 1877. He received bach­
elor of arts and master's de­
grees from t h e University of 
Iowa. He worked as· a news­
paper reporter in Iowa and Chi­
cago, then taught English at 
the University of I o w a and 
Columbia in New York. 

College Head at 33 
He became president of the 

University of Iowa in 1911 when 
he was ~the country's young­
est c o 11 e g e president at the 
time. In 1915 he was named the 
first director of the American 
College of Surgeons with head­
quarters in Chicago, a post he 

1

. 
held for five years. 

Bowman married Florence 
Ridgway Berry in 1908. She was 
killed by a street car in Pitts­
burgh several years ago. 

After retiring from Pitt, Bow­
man came to Bedford, where 
he practiced his hobbies of 
wood-working and ceramics. 

He le!lves a daughter, Mrs. 
Florence Bowman of Pitt,s;. 
burgh; a son, John R. Bowman 
of Key West, Fla., and a sister, 
Mrs. Mary Leffingwell of Hins­
dale, m. 

Funeral services and burial 
will be conducted in Pittsburgh 
Wednesday. 

, PROF. TO TALK 
ON LITERATURE 
FROM RUSSIA 

George V. Bobrinskoy, chair­
man of the department of lin­
guistics at the University of 
Chicago, will speak on Russian 
literature tomorrow at Thome 
hall on Northwestern univer­
sity's downtown campus. He 
will be the lOth in a series of 
experts lecturing on Russia 
and China in a course spon­
sored by the university's eve­
ning divisions. He is author of 
many publications on J.an:: 
guages and Russian literature 
and is chairman of the Uni­
versity of Chicago committee 
on South Asian studies. 

Iran WUl Build Port 
and Highway Project 
TEHRAN, Iran, Dec. 2 (All­

Iran will begin construction of 
a $30 million dollar port and 
highway p r o j e c t early next 
year, Premier Assadullah Alam 
told a press conference today. 
The port will be built at Ban­
dar-Abbas, on tbe strait of Hor­
muz where the Gulf of Oman 
enters the Persian gulf. The 
highway wDlllnk this port with 
z.bidan. 
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